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. Name Cabin John Hotel Gas House

.- Planning Area/Site Number 35/23 ‘3. MNCPPC Atlas Reference Map 20

: G-1
L. Address MaeArthur Blvd., Cabin John 3

~

5. Classification Summary

Category___ building
Ownership__ public
Public Acquisition
Status unoccupied
Accessible_pno
Present use Park S

Previous Survey Recording M-NCPPC Federal___ﬁtate___Countyz;_Local___

Historic Sites Inventory 1976

6. Date 1880-1895 7. Original Owner Joseph & Rosa
' Bobinger:
8. Apparent Condition 2

a.. good. c. original site

b. altered

- Deseription : The gas house is a small, square brick building with an A-roof,
. The cornice, consisting of three courses of bricks projecting from the plane

{ of the wally is returned into the gable ends to suggest a pediment. The
double doors, with diagonal boarding in a heavy framey are framed below a
segmentally arched opening of three courses of headers. The doors were
widened early in the buildings existence; the brick arch reveals the first
width of the entrance, -

The gas house originally had a jointed tin roof. Each of the two
windows on the west wall contained four separately opening sash windows ,
designed and installed for a more accurate regulation of the building
ventilation,

10. Significance: The gas house is the only structure remaining of the Cabin John
- . Hotel resort complex., A favorite watering hole of prominant Washingtonians,.
eéspecially during the 20 year period between 1890 and 1910, the hotel was ‘
begun in 1873 and added to over the years. It burned to the ground in 1931,
The gas house was part of a group of outbuildings across the road from
the hotel itselrf, Except for the gas house, all were of frame construction--
stabdes, storage sheds, groom's gquarters and an ice house. The gas house
manufactured carbide gas, used primarily for illumination, Large drums of
caleium carbide, brought in from Washington, were emptied into a hopper atop
the gas-producing mechanism inside the building. The carbide then filtered
down into a tank of water, and on contact with the water, generated carbide
- gas. This was piped across the road to the Hotel,
It is not known e¢xactly when the gas house was constructed. However, an
i 1895 bhotograph of the front vorch of the hotel shows gas lanterns estabii
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DESCRIPTION M.35-33

CONDITION CHECK ONE CHECK ONE
—EXCELLENT __DETERIORATED ~-UNALTERED X _ORIGINAL SITE
Xeoop —RUINS ZaLTERED —MOVED-  DATE
—FAIR —UNEXPOSED

DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

The gas house is a small, square brick building with an A-roof. The
The cornice, consisting of three courses of bricks projecting from the
plane of the wall, is returned into the gable ends to suggest a pediment.
The double doors, with diagonal boarding in a heavy frame, are framed
below a segmentally arched opening of three courses of headers.

The gas house originally had a Jjointed tin roof. Each of the two
windows on the west wall contained four separately opening sash windows,
designed and installed for a more accurate regulation of the building's
ventilation. The front doors of the gas house were altered early in the
building's existence. The work was performed by Will Austin, a local
handyman, living near what is today Pyle Jr. High on Wilson Lane, who was
hired with some frequency by the Bobingers. The entranceway on the main,
or southern, facade of the building was widened by Austin, and the original
doors were retained by adding pieces to the inner edges in order to service
the enlarged opening. The first width of the entrance is evidenced by
the brick arch over the doors, these doors being the originals incorporated
by Austin to fit the extended passageway. Green was the primary color of
the gas house woodwork. The hole in the south wall of the bullding was
put in ca, 1920 by Harry Bobinger, to admit water pipes when the gas house
was converted into a spring house.

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY



I SIGNIFICANCE M 35-33

G

PERIOD AREAS OF SIGNIFICANCE -- CHECK AND JUSTIFY BELOW
—PREHISTORIC ~ _ARCHEOLOGY-PREHISTORIC ~ _COMMUNITY PLANNING —LANDSCAPE ARCHITECTURE ~ _RELIGION
—1400-1499 —ARCHEOLOGY-HISTORIC _ CONSERVATION —LAwW __SCIENCE
—1500-1539 —AGRICULTURE —_ECONOMICS —LITERATURE —_SCULPTURE
—1600-1699 —ARCHITECTURE , —EDUCATION —MILITARY —SOCIAL/HUMANITARIAN
--1700-1799 —ART —ENGINEERING —Music —_THEATER
X1800-1899 ¥ COMMERCE —EXPLORATION/SETTLEMENT  __PHILOSOPHY —TRANSPORTATION
—1300- —COMMUNICATIONS XiNDUSTRY __POLITICS/GOVERNMENT ——OTHER {SPECIFY)

—INVENTION

&

SPECIFIC DATES BUILDER/ARGHITECT

1880-1895

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

This small brick edifice, located on the grounds of the Cabin John
Recreation Center 18 today the only structure remaining of the magni-
ficent resort complex known as the Cabin John Hotel. The hotel, begun
by Joseph and Rosa Bobinger in 1873, and expanded and elaborated upon
over the years, enjoyed 1lts greatest popularity during the last decade
of the 19th and first decade of the 20th centuryf a perlod of gracious
living commonly referred to as the "Gay Nineties”. The Bobingers'
establishment proved to be a favored "watering hole" of the period's best
known Washington politicos, and featured such as popular entertainers
as Ignace Paderewski and John Philip Sousa. The hotel burned to the

“yround in 1931. :

The 9 3/4 acre parcel, north of the "Conduit Road", on which the gas
house is situated, was purchased by Joseph and Rosa Bobinger from Thomas
Dowling on January 22, 1880. (1) The subject building stood amidst a
gathering of outbulldings across the road from the hotel itself. This
grouping conslsted of stables, storage sheds, groom's quarters, an ice
house, and the gas house. All other structures were of frame construction.
It is not known exactly when the gas house was erected. However, a
photograph of the front porch of the hotel, dated October 14, 1895, shows
in detail the mantles of the gas lanterns used to light up the porch, which
exhibits the presence and performance of the gas house by the year 1895,

The gas house manufactured carbide gas, which was used primarily for
illumination purposes. IlLarge drums of calclum carbide, brought in from
Washington, were emptied into a hopper atop the gas producing mechanism
inside the bullding. The carbide then filtered down into a tank of water,
and on contact with the water, generated carbide gas. This was plped
under-Mac Arthur Boulevard to the hotel across the road. The production

- of gas was often suspended during -the colder winter days due to the
freezing of the water. Every year the white residue produced by the
mixktire was flushed from the tanks, running down a constructed ditch to
empty into the Cabin John Creek, fhe gas house ceased its operation with
arrival of electricity. ’

NOTES
1. Deed EBP 21/258, Montgomery County Land Records

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY
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CITY OR TOWN:

Cabin John

STATE
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Maryland Montgomery
LASSIFICATION i o T R e
CATEGORY ACCESSIBLE
STAT
(Check One) ianeae = TO THE PUBLIC
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in progress E] Neo

PRESENT USE (Check One or More as Appropriate)

O Agricuilturel {0 Government O Pork

4. OWNER OF PROPERTY
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] Educotionol O -Militery {1 Religious Sthage
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The Maryland-National Capital Park and Planning Commission
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COURTHOUSE, REGISTRY OF DEEDS, ETC:

Montgomery County Courthouse

STREET ANO NUMBER:

CITY OR TOWN: STATE

Rockville Maryland

Title Reference of Current Deed (Book & Pq. #)
REPRESENTATION IN EXISTING SURYEYS . ¥

TITLE OF SURVEY:

None

OATE OF SURVEY: ] Federol [1 State O County {0 Locol
DEPOSITORY FOR SURVEY RECOROS:

STREET ANO NUMBER:

CITY OR TOWN: STATE:




M.35d3

(Check One)

. {J Excelient Good T Fair {1 Deteriorated [J Ruins [J -Unexgose
FOND!TIDN (Check One) (Check One) '
5 Altered {30 Uncltered [ Meved @ Originol Site

e

DESCRIBE THE PRESENT # 4D ORIGINAL (if known) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

The gas house is a small, square brick building

with an A-roof, . The cornice, consisting of three courses
of bricks projecting from the plane of the wall, is
returned into the gable ends to suggest a pediment, The
double doors, with diagonal boarding in a heavy frame,'
are framed below a segmentally'arched opening of three

courses of headers.
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PORTRAIT" AND BIOGRAPIIICAL RECORD. 767

University of Muryland.
an office in Spencerville, Moutgomery County,
and gave his whole attention to his profession.
111885 he removed to Dawsounville, and there
continnted the practice of the healing art, which
lie lias not abandoned cntirely, though of late
years he has devoted himsclf chiefly to educa-
tional work. TIe is stili called into consultation
with his brothcr-physicians, who greatly value
his opinion and experience.  He is quite inde-
peudent in his political ideas, and while he usn-
ally votes the Demiocratic ticket, he does 1ot fecl
bound to the party. He is an associate editor of
Zion's Advocate, published in Virginia, in the in-
terests of the Baptist denromination. In 1880
the doctor was ordained a minister of the Baptist
church, and at present lias charge of four congre-
gations, though he has never accepted a salary,
and discharges these duties through genuine love
for the work.,

December 21, 1871, Dr. Waters 1narried Ella
O. Yates, daughter of Elder Paul W. Yates,
a Baptist minister of Rappaliannock, Va. “I'he
eldest child of this worthy ‘couple Alice Mas-
a giited and Deautifil girl, died when about
Uventy years old,  “Their living cliildren are as
follows: Mary Tee, Paul Y., Charles L., Anna
T., Lessie B., Luey G., William C., Samuel D.
and Eleanor., Mary is an associate teacher in
the academy. "l

He immediately opened

;;}:\HIN JOTIN BRIDGE HOTI,.  Near
{ the bridge whose name it bears, this well-

known hotel occupies a picturesque location,
in Potomae Distiict, Montgomery County, and
seven miles from the city of Washington. Tt has
recently heeu rebuilt and cularged to twice its
former eapacity, and centains a number of dining
rooms for parties, Dbroad verandas affording a
beautifml outlook, and a pavilion where every
evening a fine orchestra furuishes musie. A con-
cert s also given every afternoon during the sea-
soi.  Bvery modern convenieuce is to be found

in the hotel—hot and cold water, clectrie bells,
electric lights, clectrie fans, gas, steam heat and
every accommmnodation for the convenience and coni-
fort of the guests. It has been made a League
hotel and special attention is paid to cyclists,
Awong the patrous, who drive or ride over from
Washington, are celebrated nrembers of congress,
statesmen aud diplomats. “T'he hotel is condueted
by the Bobinger Brothers, T'he clder of these,
William H., was born in Montgoniery County,

February 2, 1863, a son of Joseph and Rosa
Bobinger. He was educated in the local scliools

and from an early age was interested in the liote]
established here by his father, His father died
in May, 1381, and afterward he and his brother,
George, assisted their mother in the business,
On the latter’s death, Degember 31, 1893, they
succeeded to the management of the place.
Dur‘ing the past cight years they have made con-
stant improvements, investing large sums au-
nually for this purpose. The hotel js surrounded
with beautiful grounds, laid out by landscape
gardeners, sloping down to the banks of the
Potemae River; asd hicie lwilies visii and resort
for many months of tle year.
noble river furnishes excellent fishing and the
anugler may rely upon cxcecllent sport during the
entire fishing season. ‘['lje younger brother,
George, was born November 9, 1865, and has
spent his entire life here.  Both brothers are in-
terested in the work of the Presby terian Church
and the olderone is a AMason, belonging to Mont-
gomery Lodge No. 195, A. F. & A, M., at Rock-
ville. i

Cabin John bridge, from which the hotel takes
its name, is the largest stone arch bridge in the
world.,  Ttis built of gramite, with a Sencea stone
coping along the rondway,  Tulength it measures
forr hundred and filty feet; iy height, one Lun-
dredtand five feet. It cost 8250,000 and stands
unsurpassed in the history of bridge building.
The arch has a clear spring of two hundred and
twenty feet and s twenty feet longer than the
arch of the Grosyenor bridge, which spans the
River Dee and is next in length. [t is ou the
tne of the conduit road, cxtending (rom the
capital to the Great Falls of the Potomae, and

This part of the,
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768 PORTRAIT AND BIOGRAPHICAI, RECORD. .

was built by the government, across Cabin Joln

Creek, which rises at Rockville ‘and flows into

the Potomac a few hundred.feet below the bridge.
The erection of the bridge was commenced in the
early part of 1857." Iirom May, 1861, until July,
1862, active work on the bridge ceased by reason
of the Ciyil war. | December 5, 1863, water was
turned iuto the conduit, but the bridge itself was
not completed nntil 1864. The parapet walls
were built in, 1872-73, prior to which time there
was only.alog guard for protection.  T'he engineer
in charge of the aqueduct was Capt, ‘Montgomery

€. Meigs, United States corps of . engineers.

The following inscription appears upon the
tablct: * : )
Washington Aqneduct.
Beguu A.D. 1853. Presidént of the United States,
: Franklin Pierce,
Secretary of War,
Building A, D., 1861.
President of the U. S., Abraliam Tincoln.
'_Sec_retary of War, Simon Cameron.

When the tablet was first put up the name of
Jefferson Davis appeared as sceretary of war, but
this was aftersward erased at the command of the
secretary of the interior. .

Cabiu John, from whom the bridge and hotel
take their nane, was a picturesque characgter of
early days.  Little is known about him. His
life was shironded in mystery.  He Liad no other
name than that of Cabin “John by which he was
known to.others, In his rude cabin he had no
companions save ferce dogs. He passed  his
time it ,}muti'ng and fishing, and clothed himself
almost cutircly from the skins of wild attimals,
and his priyeipal food was their flesh, While his
life was awyild. and lottely, he swas cheerful and
kind, ' As suddeuly as lie had appearcd at his
lonely home, he disappcared one day, 110 one
knew whither. . His dogs desérted their rocky
‘kennelinthe mountain side, his cabin erumbled
and fell, and 'the ouly thing left to recall his
menigry was the ereek that bore hisuame.  Dnr-
ing . the days of slavery snperstitious negrocs
cltimed they often saw the ghost of the lonely
man”® hayntiug: the neighborhood of ' his de-
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serted cabin.  TIn 1825 the following verses were
found under a grain-bin in an old will on the
tlie Cabiu Jolin Creek,

“Jolm of the cabin,—a cnrious wight,

Sprang ont of the river one dark stormy n ight;

He built a warn1 hut in a lonely retreat,
And lived many years upon fishes and meat.

‘“When the last lone raccoon on the creek he hiad slain,
It is said he juniped into the river again,

As 16 name to the creek by the ancients was given,

It was called Cabin John after Joln went to heaven,”

——Qﬁt&:’?—_—%@@\::‘?‘o__ J
G "\.\
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ILLIAM THOMPSON, deceased, was born
in Montreal, Canada.  When hc was very
small his parents died; and when he was

eleven years of age he and his brother went to
Burlington, Vt., wherc their grandfather lived.
There, near the blue watérs of that beautiful
lake, Champlain, they spent tliree years, then
went to Washington, D. C. A fow vears later
they started in the gas-fitting and plumbing busi-
ness, in which they were very successful and
made a fortune. .

On retiriug from business Mr., Thompson prr-
chased a valuable homestead near Silver Spring,
This property, which was formerly owned by the
banker, George Riggs, contains scventy acres of
choice land, embellished by an elegant residence
attractively located in the ccuter of the place, ‘and
containing fine forests, beautiful drives and
lawns.  After the war he settled here, where he
resided nutil his death.  For many years he
was vice-president of the Metropolitan National ’
Bank, of ‘which his brother, Jolm W., was the
president for many years, i

Near the beginning of the war Mr. Thompso
married Miss Helen X,. Nourse, danghter of Joln
R. Nourse, who was born in Washington, D. €.,
and spent his active life as chief of a division in
the treasury departinent. - Politically he was a
stroug Republicanr and in religion was identificd
with the Presbyterian Churell. - He was a_ dé-
scendant of Joseph Noutse, who emigrated from
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